Members Newsletter - December 2016
Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year

Christmas meal: Liz has made a booking at the Beefeater in
Milngavie for Friday 9 December at 7.30 pm – please contact
her if you want to join us.
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March 2017 Production of Alan Ayckbourn’s Confusions
directed by Jane MacConnacher:
Thank you to all who came to our audition nights for
our spring production, Alan Ayckbourn's
"Confusions"
It was fantastic to see a great amount of interest
from both old, new and existing members! (When I
say old, I mean previous members!)
I'm glad to say that the auditions were a success
and I have cast the play as below:

Act 1 - Mother Figure

Act 2 – Drinking Companion

Lucy - Emma Reid
Rosemary - Noelle Ryan
Terry - Paul Cockcroft
Harry - Allan Cowan

Harry – Allan Cowan
Paula – Lisa Colquhoun
Bernice- Diane McKee
Waiter – David Hutchinson

Act 3 - Between Mouthfuls

Act 4 – Gosforth’s Fete

Waiter - David Hutchinson
Donald Pearce - Paul Cockcroft
Emma Pearce - Jenny Ryall
Polly - Fiona Birch
Martin - David Maclean

Emma Pearce – Jenny Ryall
Milly – Lisa Colquhoun
Gosforth – Paul Cockcroft
Vicar – David Hutchinson
Stewart – David MacLean

Act 5 - A Talk in the Park
Beryl - Alisa Spence
Charles - Allan Cowan
Doreen - Christine MacCormick
Earnest - Tony Morris
Arthur - Paul Cockcroft
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I have also enlisted the help of those below:
Stage Manager - Su Moir
Technical Director – Craig Dowers
Prompt - Christina Dowers
Props - Moira Crawford
We hope this is going to be an amazing production! Should anyone
wish to help off stage, please let me know. Can't wait to get started !
Jane
NEWSFLASH Kirkintilloch Players have confirmed
that they can offer us the Turret for our March
production week beginning Monday 27 March 2017!
We are once again very grateful to Kirkintilloch Players
for allowing us to use their little theatre for our March
2017 production – this will be our third and last performance there and
without their kindness to hire out the Turret, we may not have been able
to have actively peformed such wonderful plays whilst Kilmardinny Arts
Centre has been closed.
Kilmardinny Arts Centre news and a plea to rehouse some of our
stored furniture and props: The most up to date news from the house
is that we have provisional bookings for rehearsing and performing an
Autumn 2017 play and a Spring 2018 play back in the House. No
confirmation of stage type or technical equipment can be given yet as
they are awaiting to hear about grant application bids. It is also clear
that the stage room will be the last part of the house that will reopen.
However, we may be able to get access to the house and our new
storage room sometime in late Spring. In the meantime, Craig and I
would appreciate if as many members as possible can visit our garage
and remove some of the furniture and props and store these at yours for
the remaining few months we are out of Kilmardinny Arts centre as we
need the space back urgently. If every member took one thing we would
have much needed space back in our garage.
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Spring 2017 play draft rehearsal schedule in Milngavie Lower Lesser Town
Hall 7.30 pm to 10 pm unless otherwise specified
Thursday 5 January
Monday 9 January
Thursday 12 January
Monday 16 January in
Milngavie Main town hall
Thursday 19 January
Monday 23 January
Thursday 26 January
Monday 30 January
Thursday 2 February
Monday 6 February
Thursday 9 February
Monday 13 February
Thursday 16 February
Monday 20 February in Milngavie Main town hall
Thursday 23 February
Westerton Lower Lesser
Monday 27 February
Thursday 2 March
Monday 6 March
Thursday 9 March
Monday 13 March
Thursday 16 March
Monday 20 March in Milngavie Main town hall
Thursday 23 March
Sunday 26 March
Get in at Turret
Monday 27 March
Tuesday 28 March
Wednesday 29 March
Thursday 30 March
Friday 31 March
Saturday 1 April
Sunday 2 April Get out
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Directing Workshop – 7 November 2016 Lisa reports….
Paul Cockcroft and Moira Crawford very kindly held a
director’s workshop on 7 November. The purpose of
this was to encourage more members to come forward
as possible directors for future productions. Firstly,
Moira went through the different areas of the stage and
the various terminology used in directing a play, for
example, “blocking”, “masking” and “sightlines”. We
then divided ourselves into 2 groups and had a go at directing. Paul and
Moira helped with suggestions and we tried different ways of blocking to
see if things looked better another way. At this point, we also looked at
the way in which entrances/exits and any furniture could be positioned
on stage as well as the actors.
Paul had prepared 4 activities for each of the groups:

Alternative spaces
This showed the different types of stages that could be used, eg.
arena stage, theatre in the round or a thrust stage, and the ways in
which actors should be moving around to maximise the space.
With these types of stages, there will always be, at any given point
in the play, actors with their backs to the audience and so we
discussed the different blocking issues in this scenario.



The director’s responsibilities
We were given a long list of possible director responsibilities and
we had to discuss what we thought these should be. Examples of
some of these included casting, leading the rehearsals, providing
actors with notes, sharing ideas about the play and finding
replacement actors if required.



Casting
We were then given an excerpt from a play but we didn’t have a
list of any of the characters. Just by reading the excerpt, we had to
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work out ourselves how many characters we thought were
involved, ages of the characters and whether they were male or
female, old or young. This was to try to make us see how relevant
gender could be in casting certain roles and also the difference it
could make to the actual performance itself.


Directing a monologue
The last part of the workshop was in connection with directing a
monologue. We were given a short monologue from a play and
discussed the different ways in which this could be made more
interesting for the audience. This could be through more
movement, hand actions, acting the piece out like a story and
perhaps changing the tone or accent of the voice.

Final words from Christina for 2016:
Thanks to Lisa for this detailed report. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Moira and Paul for their preparation and leading this
excellent workshop. I hope we can arrange a few more club nights after
our March 2017 production.
Looking back at 2016, we have performed two amazing plays –
Pygmalion and Murder on the Nile to very appreciative audiences. I am
delighted that Jane has now cast Confusions and will direct solo for the
first time in 2017 with another amazing cast.
I am announcing now that I shall be leaving committee next May at our
AGM and so would ask anyone interested in taking over as chair to have
a chat with me about what is involved.
See you at the Christmas meal –otherwise when you come down to pick
up even one piece of furniture or box from our garage – we seriously
need to empty our garage for selling our house. Christina, chair.
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