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     Newsletter - December 2017  

Our March 2018 production of Terence Rattigan’s 

“Separate Tables will take place at the Kilmardinny House 

Arts Centre from Thursday 22 to Saturday 24 March: 

Thanks to all those who attended our recent auditions and below is our 

cast and crew list.  Rehearsals will begin in January and we are all 

looking forward to this new challenge. 

John Malcolm    Allan Cowan 

Anne Shankland    Fiona Birch 

Major Pollock    Paul Cockcroft 

Sybil Railton-Bell    Lisa Colquhoun 

Miss Cooper    Jenny Ryall 

Mrs Railton-Bell    Moira Crawford 

Lady Matheson    Diane McKee 

Miss Meecham    Deirdre Campbell 

Mr Fowler     James Allan 

Charles Stratton    David MacLean 

Jean Tanner    Angela Cowan 

Mabel     Ailsa Spence 

Doreen     Kat McCallum 

 



Kilmardinny Players is a Registered Scottish Charity - Charity Number  SC041872 

visit our website for more information : www.kilmardinnyplayers.org 

  

 

Director    Paul Cockcroft 

Producer    Christina Dowers 

Technical Director  Craig Dowers 

Stage Manager   David Hutchinson 

Assistant Stage Manager Jane MacConnacher 

Prompt    Liz Good  

 

Rehearsals in January: 

Rehearsals take place in Milngavie Lower Lesser Town Hall unless 

otherwise specified and begin at 7.30 pm and finish at 10 pm as follows: 

 

Thursday 4 January 

Monday  8 January 
Thursday 11 January 

Monday 15 January 
Bearsden Hub Lesser 
Hall 
Thursday 18 January 

Monday 22 January 
Thursday 25 January 

Monday 29 January 
 
 
All members are welcome to come to rehearsals and support the cast 
and crew.  We welcome 3 new members to our group and cast – James, 
Angela and Kat. 
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Congratulations to the 
cast and crew of 
Present Laughter :   
Everyone rallied and helped 
with the quick get in and 
even quicker get out.  I 
stepped in at short notice 
when Christine took ill – we 
wish Christine a speedy 
recovery.  Audience 
members were very positive 

in their comments about the production and the cast and crew enjoyed 
their success – well deserved!  A huge thank you to Colin for directing 
this great play!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Kilmardinny Players is a Registered Scottish Charity - Charity Number  SC041872 

visit our website for more information : www.kilmardinnyplayers.org 

  

 

 
Allan talks about Garry: 
“Present Laughter” has no hidden 
depths. It offers little insight into 
the human condition – not for me 
anyway - and Noel Coward is 
reputed to have written the piece 
mainly to give himself a good part 
to play. 
 

The character of Gary Essendine, which I performed, was certainly a 
great role and Coward's dialogue was a joy. 
 
Colin's direction to me was to overact as much as I could. I've been 
doing it for years, he simply hadn't noticed before.  The trick for an actor 
was to work out how best to deliver each line in such a way that the 
inherent comedic value of the words were apparent to an audience. A 
different delivery might not have been funny.There was a lot of fun to be 
had with the lines if you were aware of it.   I thought we all succeeded in 
that particular endeavour and the audiences were very appreciative. 
 
The sheer number of lines to be learnt was a hard slog for me and I 
have probably never worked as hard before. A couple of prompts were 
still needed, to my considerable chagrin, but it was nothing that a couple 
more run throughs would not have helped. Thanks to the difficulties in 
gaining access to the venue, that was unfortunately impossible. 
 
Despite the limits of the performance space, Craig and Colin did a great 
job with the set up and we all worked around whatever restrictions we 
had. 
 
For me, the scenes I had with Eleanor, Jane, Emma and Lisa were all 
particularly enjoyable and it was a pleasure to share the stage with such 
good actors. 
 
Would I do such a large part again ? 
Silly question ---- bring it on ! 
Allan 
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Digital Skills, Paisley:  Deirdre and I 
attended this course organised by Voluntary 
Arts Scotland.  Presentations were made on 
the merits of facebook, mailchimp and canva.  
We both felt it would have been better if it had 
been a practical session with opportunity to try 
these resources with a tutor there to give you 

guidance and support.  We did, nevertheless, learn many new things 
and have a number of documents and links to further develop our skills.  
If any of our members would like access to these documents I can send 
them to you and Craig will try to put a link and password via our website 
so that you can see these documents more easily.   
 
I already used the facebook page to advertise our recent auditions and 
hope to use this to advertise our March production too.  I am unsure 
about using mailchimp as it requires members to give permission to use 
their email addresses and I do not see any real purpose for using this 
resource for our needs.  I would like more time to go through tutorials to 
use canva for improving our posters and perhaps giving a new look to 
our newsletter but without practical workshops all this takes time. 
 
Moira and Deirdre are hoping to attend a short Fundraising session 
being held again in Paisley and I will get them to give us feedback in our 
next newsletter.   
 
 
 
 
Festive meal out: December seems rather busy for 
many of our members so Craig sent out a survey and it 
seems Friday 5 January is the date that suits most 
members for a meal at 7.30 pm.  Liz will book The Den 
in Bearsden so let her know if you are coming along at 
lizzie_l_2@hotmail.co.uk  
 
 

mailto:lizzie_l_2@hotmail.co.uk
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Best wishes to all KP members for a peaceful Christmas 2017 and a 
healthy theatrical 2018. 
 
 
 
Christina, Editor  
All 
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A word from our Acting Chair person:   Thank 

you all for your support as I take on the role of 

Acting Chair. 

It is with regret that Christina has had to stand down 

however I hope that we will continue as normal and I 

know you'll all join me in thanking Christina for a job 

very well done!  

We continue to liaise with the trust in securing a future for Kilmardinny 

Players at the house in the form of a mutual agreement and will confirm 

as soon as it's all tied up!  

Hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and New Year!  

Jane  

 


