May 2018 newsletter edited by Christina Dowers

Message from Jane, acting chair person: A massive thanks to all who came
along to our March production and congratulations to Paul,
Christina and cast and crew for a successful show which
they managed to entice a full house for the 3 nights!
We would also like to thank all who contributed to the scda
workshop which was an experience we will remember!
Please remember to come along to the AGM details of
which are in the newsletter. This is another great chance
for us all to catch up and have a wee laugh after the
business is done! Christina and Craig have put a lot of work into this so we will see
you all there!

And remember, a new committee is voted in at the
AGM – and we need you!

Jane

SCDA event 14th April: Carole Williams, National
Drama Advisor for the SCDA, ran a reserve adjudicator
workshop in the Park Hotel in Kilmarnock on Saturday
14th April and our group performed short scenes from Separate Tables at this
training. Those present had mixed feelings about how this session went as it
seemed to move away from what Carole had originally planned and seemed, at
times, to be a session where we were being adjudicated as if we had been
performing in the One Act Festival by untrained adjudicators whose comments were,
by some, quite brutal. Carole did say that
she thoroughly enjoyed the scenes that
we performed and with her director hat on
it really made her want to have a go at
directing it herself with such good writing
and characters who have lots of
layers. It also made her reflect on how
difficult it is to find really good material
and she thought that we certainly did it
justice. Here are some of the members’
comments of the training:
“I found some of their criticism unjustified and too negative. There should have
been more constructive criticism, bearing in mind they didn't see the whole play or
read the correct script.”
“Personally I enjoyed the experience and would do it again.”
“From talking with some of the participants, it appeared several had done no
preparation at all. This would have made it more difficult for them to give objective
views.”
“The course does need to be overhauled. Carole impresses me as someone whose
understanding is acute and she listens well so I would trust her to do a good job.”
“I think we suffered from the fact that it was the first of its type which the SCDA had
run, so perhaps they were not quite as on top of the running of it and the path it
took. Understandable in the circumstances, but nonetheless difficult for the
performers.”
And the final words should be that of Miss Meecham:
"Oh really you've all gone too far too long about it......."

Our 2018 AGM:

This will
take place on Monday 14 May in
Bearsden Hub Lesser Hall at
7.30 pm followed by some light
entertainment arranged by Craig
– a mini movie night - a
compilation of
scenes from
recent shows – popcorn and refreshments will be provided – not to
be missed or cringe worthy watching ourselves on stage!
Members should also take the time to read through our constitution on our website
and if they wish to draft a motion to change anything then they need to email Lisa,
our secretary before the AGM.
Jane, Craig and Lisa have all agreed to stand for their posts of Chair person,
treasurer and secretary again. General members of the committee are also a great
asset at the meetings and existing committee members will seek nomination again
and also we will be looking for new members to join us. I am not going to remain
this time on committee but will be going to some meetings while I am directing the
panto.
Please note also that annual membership fees are due on 14 May and Lisa should
be sending out a form with other AGM information.

Play reading nights:
We enjoyed reading some
good plays last year and
so have booked rooms for
another 3 nights this year.

Come and read “Arsenic and Old Lace” by Joseph Kesselring
on Thursday 24 May in Milngavie Lower Lesser Town Hall at 7.30 pm

Joseph Kesselring was born in New York City in 1902. He
chose to follow a theatrical career early on in life and
before turning to the specifics of playwriting, he had taught
music, coached amateur productions, acted and directed.
Kesselring is best known for this classic black farce which
in 1944 was made into a highly successful film starring
Cary Grant and Peter Lorre with Josephine Hull and Jean
Adair as the Brooklyn ladies.

The hero, Mortimer Brewster must deal
with his crazy, homicidal family and local
police in Brooklyn. His family includes two
spinster aunts who have taken to
murdering lonely old men by poisoning
them with a glass of homemade elderberry
wine laced with arsenic, strychnine and just
a pinch of cyanide.

There is also a brother who believes he is Theodore Roosevelt and digs locks for
the Panama Canal in the cellar of the Brewster home (which then serve as graves
for the aunts' victims); and a murderous brother who has received plastic surgery
performed by an alcoholic accomplice, Dr Einstein, to conceal his identity, and now
looks like horror-film actor Boris Karloff (a self-referential joke, as the part was
originally played on Broadway by Karloff). The play opened on Broadway at the
Fulton Theatre on 10 January 1941.
Martin Fairgrieve (May 2018)

Come and read Aladdin by James Barry on Thursday 31 May at 7.30
pm in the Bearsden Hub Lesser Hall
– Aladdin falls for Princess Jasmine, but needs to find a fortune to convince her
father of the match. He strikes lucky with a lamp and a genie, but he has to contend
with the wicked Abanazer.
The story of Aladdin was dramatised in 1788 by John
O’Keefe for the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. It has
been a popular subject for pantomime for over 200
years. The traditional Aladdin pantomime is the source
of the well-known pantomime character Widow
Twankey (Aladdin's mother). In pantomime versions,
changes in the setting and story are often made to fit it better into "China" rather
than Medieval Baghdad, and elements of other Arabian Nights tales (in particular
Ali Baba) are often introduced into the plot. One version of the "pantomime Aladdin"
is Sandy Wilson’s musical Aladdin, from 1979.
Since the early 1990s Aladdin pantomimes have tended to be influenced by Disney
animation. Disney Theatricals itself produced a Broadway-style musical in Seattle in
2011, and another musical premiered in Toronto in 2013 and then opened on
Broadway in 2014. It is currently running at the Prince Edward Theatre in London.

After the fun and success of our first attempt at pantomime of Cinderella, I decided
to go for a version of Aladdin also written by James Barry. James Barry is a writer,
actor and director. He directs pantomime in the Theatre Royal, Winchester and
writes panto scripts for the Princes Hall in Aldershot where he lives.
His version of Aladdin is an ideal cast size for our group as we require a substantial
group of essential backstage crew too as well as, I hope, adding in chorus members
in various scenes. It is a fun pantomime with all the usual jokes and slapstick plus
some magic (oh yes Craig, technical director, we want that flying carpet!)
We will have a first read through at our play reading night followed by auditions in
early June so that we can get on with the making of costumes and building of a set
over the summer months.
Please email me to let me know which part(s) you wish to audition for or if you want
to be part of the crew. Christina

Kilmardinny Players
A non-professional club dedicated to cultivate and further the interests of drama

Auditions for Aladdin by James Barry

directed by Christina Dowers
CAST AND CREW WANTED FOR OUR NEXT PRODUCTION:
Auditions
will be held on Monday 4 June and Thursday 7 June for our Autumn production week
beginning Monday 12 November 2018. Auditions will take place in Milngavie Lower
Lesser Town Hall at 7.30 pm.
If you wish to audition for a part or put yourself forward to be part of our backstage
crew, please email your intention to come along to: cdowers@virginmedia.com . All
welcome – members and potential new members.

Main Cast List: Abanazer, Slave of the Ring, Wishee Washee, Aladdin, Widow
Twankey, Flung Dung, Princess Jasmine, Genie of the Lamp.
Rehearsals will begin middle of August every Monday and Thursday evening. I need to
know which part(s) you wish to audition for as soon as possible. You should have
received an e copy of the script to read through. Hope to hear from you soon, Christina

Group theatre outings: David MacLean wants to organise
some theatre outings as a group and has listed below the
proposed productions. If you are interested in going to any
of these shows please contact David at blackisland@talktalk.net
* Please note David has an ATG theatre card and can get discounts for selected
nights only to 4 tickets only.
Kings Theatre -: 'Titanic The Musical'.
Tickets from 15.90 - Half price Monday 28th May for ATG Theatre Card Holders.
Run is Mon 28th May till Sat 2nd June.
'Birdsong' by Sebastian Faulkes.
Tuesday 29th May till Saturday 2nd June. Best offer is ATG £10 off Tuesday 29th
May.
'Sunshine On Leith'
Mon 18th till Sat 23rd June - no concessions, tickets from £16.
'Love From A Stranger' by Agatha Christie Tues 26th till Sat 30th June.
Tuesday 26th June ATG half price tickets/groups of ten or more £6 off per ticket.
'An Officer And A Gentleman -The Musical' - Mon 10th till Sat 15th Sept.
ATG card £10 off mon 10th Sept
'Shrek The Musical' Tuesday 25th Sept -Sat 6th October. Best offer £10 Off
Tuesday 25th September.
'Saturday Night Fever' Tuesday 16th till Sat 20th October. £10 off Tuesday
~(Limited)
Theatre Royal: 'The Case Of The Frightened Lady' Classic Thriller by Edgar
Wallace.Tuesday 2nd October till Saturday 6th October.
ATG Theatre Card £10 off Tuesday 2nd October.
The Bank Robbery That went Wrong' - Comedy - Tuesday 6th Nov till Sat 10th Nov
£10 off Tuesday or £8 off party of ten or more all nights.

Kilmardinny House update: we have a stage and our seats back!

